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*Sovereign rating upgrade from a global agency: Moody’s

*India’s rank on a World Bank index for ease of doing business: 100

*Economy clocked a growth of 6.3% in the second quarter of this year

* not entirely out of the woods and fresh headwinds:

*2nd quarter growth pick-up: restocking after the rollout

*In the festive month of October: 

*Consumer durables production contracted by nearly 7%

*Mining was virtually stagnant

*Manufacturing growth moderated to 2.5% from 3.8%
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*Greater concern about the rise in core inflation (excluding food and fuel)

*Oil prices breached the $65 a barrel mark for the 1sttime in over 2 years.

*Slashing fuel taxes could calm inflation, but it would hit revenue

collections

*Economic Survey said, oil at $60-65 could hit consumption and public 

investment and dent private investment further. 

*That is not a path to a sustained revival.
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*The adoption in the House of Commons of an amendment to the draft 

bill on Britain’s withdrawal from the European Union has handed Prime 

Minister Theresa May a stinging defeat.

*The provision will ensure that legislators have a voice in finalising the 

terms of the exit agreement.

*Demand: They should be taken into confidence on Brexit.

*Residency status of millions of U.K. and EU citizens

*London’s financial liabilities to the bloc

*Border: Northern Ireland from the Irish Republic.

March 2019 deadline for Brexit
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A disaster is an event causing extreme disruption in a society’s functioning. 

*Human, material, and environmental losses: beyond the ability of the 

affected people to cope with on their own.

*120 fishermen are dead and about 900 are still missing

*Failure in damage control: three basic failings

*The cyclone warning was delayed

*When it came, was ineffective

*No war-like mobilisation and action

*Kanniyakumari: highest density of fisherfolk in India.

*Fisherfolk have diversified into deep-sea and long-distance fishing.



www.studyiq.com

*Jurisdiction: Coast Guardsaying that it cannot go beyond it. Very sad

*Indian Navy with its vast array of ships, aircraft and state-of-the-art 
technology should have stepped in immediately. This too did not happen.

*Massive losses to the livelihoods: crops, banana, rubber, coconut and forest 
trees.

*This calls for the combined efforts of the Central and State government 
(departments of agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry and fisheries) and 
various departments (rubber board, coconut board, spices board, etc.) 

*To get things moving, the Central Relief Commissioner should immediately 
visit the district, make realistic assessments, and award reasonable 
compensation immediately. 
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*Quad and RIC

*The broader discussions, according to a joint communique of the 15th

meeting, “took place in the backdrop of the political scenario in West 

Asia and North Africa, numerous challenges in putting the world economy 

back on the growth track, concerns relating to terrorism, transnational 

organised crime, illicit drug trafficking, food security, and climate 

change.”

*Russia: India can benefit from BRI

*A sustainable security architecture cannot be achieved in the Asia-Pacific region 

with “closed bloc arrangements.” i.e. Quad

*Chinese:cautioned against “spheres of influence” and “cliques”
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*Mr. Wang: China and India have far greater shared strategic interests than differences, and far 

greater needs for cooperation than partial friction,” he maintained that “through diplomatic means, the 

Indian side withdrew its equipment and personnel which reflected the value and importance of China-India 

relations and demonstrated sincerity and responsibility of maintaining regional peace and stability.”

*The tensions in the trilateral framework are inevitable given the changes in 

the global geopolitical environment. 

*The three nations had very different expectations from this trilateral. 

*China recognised the importance of cooperating with Russia to check U.S. expansionism

*India saw in the trilateral a mechanism to bring greater balance in the global 

order

*India is quite capable of managing its ties with Washington, Beijing and 

Moscow simultaneously.

Multipolar World
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SC clears 12 special courts to try cases against politicians

*Fast track courts across the country to dispose of 1,581 cases within a year

*Supreme Court on Wednesday gave the green signal

*Centre’s scheme to set up 12 fast track courts: Allocate Rs7.8 crore to 

the States for setting up of the special courts.

These 1,581 criminal cases were 

declared by politicians in their 

nominations during the 2014 

general elections.
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Kalvari submarine a big step in defence preparedness: PM

*Prime Minister Narendra Modi formally commissioned the first of six

Scorpene diesel-electric submarines into the Navy on Thursday.

*This is the Navy’s first modern conventional submarine in almost two 

decades since the INS Sindhushastra was procured from Russia in July 

2000.

*Utility: Anti-surface warfare, anti-submarine warfare, intelligence 

gathering, mine laying and area surveillance
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Shabaab kills 18 in Somalia bombing 

*A suicide bomber from Somalia’s Shabaab insurgency group killed 18

police officers and wounded 15 others on Thursday when he blew himself 

up inside the country’s main police academy, the force’s chief said.

*Witnesses said the police were gathered in a square ahead of their early 

morning parade when the bomber attacked in the capital Mogadishu.

*The attacker disguised himself in a police uniform to access the camp, 

police chief General Muktar Hussein Afrah said.
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WTO meet ends without consensus

*The December 10-13 meeting of the 
World Trade Organisation’s highest 
decision-making body in this ‘city of fair 
winds’ ended becalmed with the WTO’s 
164 members unable to reach a 
consensus on substantive issues such as 
the food security right of developing 
countries and the centrality of 
development in multilateral trade 
negotiations.

*Ministerial Conference managed to 
salvage a commitment from member 
nations to secure a deal by 2019 on 
banning certain forms of fisheries’ 
subsidies.
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Answers

1) Seikh Nizamuddin Auliya was the disciple of

A. Seikha Alauddin Sabir

B. Khwaja Moinuddhi Chisti

C. Baba Farid

D. Seikj Ahmed Sirhindi

2) Sufi Saint Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti came to Rajasthan during the reign of 

A. Maharana Pratap

B. Rana Sanga

C. Rana Kumbha

D. Prithviraj Chauhan

3) Identify: Dr. S Jaishankar, Foreign Secretary of India 
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Questions

1. Which parts of the Earth’s surface experience least variation in 

incoming solar radiation throughout the year?

A. Poles

B. Equatorial regions

C. Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn

D. Arctic and Antarctic Circles

2. A Chief Election Commissioner can be removed in a manner similar to 

that of 

A. Vice-President

B. Speaker

C. Governor

D. Judge of the Supreme Court
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